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ENVIRONMENTAL, SOCIAL, AND GOVERNANCE (ESG) 

POLICY STATEMENT 

At ARGUS Stockbrokers Ltd., we integrate analysis of Environmental, Social, and Governance 

(ESG) factors into our investment process. We are long-term investors, seeking to invest in 

companies with sustainable businesses focused on creating long-term value. For over 20 years, 

we have worked relentlessly to help both local institutional and retail investors pursue their 

investment objectives - regardless of shifting market conditions. The Board of ARGUS 

Stockbrokers Ltd oversees and is ultimately responsible for our firm’s ESG practices. We believe 

our policy of ESG integration and active ownership adds value for our clients.   

 

At ARGUS Stockbrokers Ltd., we employ a disciplined approach to selecting investments on a 

blended combination of both macroeconomic (top down) and microeconomic (bottom up) factors 

characterized by intensive bottom-up research, price discipline for entry/ exit, and a team 

decision-making process.    

 

INTEGRATING ESG FACTORS INTO OUR INVESTMENT APPROACH 

At ARGUS, we define ESG Integration as the consistent consideration of material ESG factors 

into our investment research process to enhance clients’ long-term risk-adjusted returns. The 

initial assessment of ESG issues for individual companies is the responsibility of our members 

of the research and analysis team that has substantial contribution to the process. Their work 

encompasses a broad set of factors that could materially impact a company’s outlook. Material 

ESG factors include climate change risks, social inequality, regulatory risks, and consumer 

preferences, among others. For each particular investment, based on 3rd party research 

resources, our team identifies and applies critical opportunities and risks, which may include 

ESG factors. We recognize that ESG factors are increasingly essential inputs when evaluating 

global economies, markets, sectors, and their respective industries. However, integrating ESG 

factors into our investment approach does not mean that ESG information is the primary 

consideration for an investment decision. On the other hand, by including ESG considerations, 

it can certainly help us to make investment decisions.  
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INVESTMENT PROCESS  

The provision of portfolio management and investment advisory is part of our integrated services 

primarily offered to our institutional clients as well as several high-net worth individuals. Based 

on ARGUS’s operations and staffing, these services are provided from the members of the 

advisory and asset management divisions on a daily basis.  

 

Figure 1: Investment consultancy and advisory review 

 

 

For each investment asset class (e.g. Equities), two members are selected that are responsible 

for the continuous monitoring of the relevant markets and continuous formation of investment 

proposals and advice. An investment can be rejected for a number of reasons including 

aspects relating to ESG. These proposals are submitted by the managers to the investment 

committee, and after approval, they become available to the rest of the managers who can utilize 

and direct them to their clients. This ensures not only accuracy, but also immediate provision of 

investment consultation / advice to clients by the responsible contact person / Lead Consultant.  

 

  



 
RESPONSIBLE INVESTMENT POLICY 

January 2024 

Report Date 3 

PORTFOLIO CONSTRUCTION PROCESS 

The investment methodology, portfolio construction process and the provision of investment 

consultancy (advisory) services by ARGUS is detailed in the following diagram: It has to be noted 

that whilst managers are responsible for servicing clients the decision making, selection, policy 

and principles of the service offering is a team effort ultimately controlled by the Investment 

Committee.  

Figure 2: Portfolio construction and investment consultancy (advisory) process 
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An Investment Strategy and Process supported by sustainable investment beliefs: 

 

 

 

 

a. Integrating ESG factors helps us to achieve better risk-adjusted returns. 

b. We are long-term forward-looking investors considering economic models that focus on 

low-carbon and sustainable growth.  

c. A successful economic future relies on sustainable investment practices. 

 

Key Challenging areas of action in the future 

The following areas are challenging and critical in our approach moving forward:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

a. Our goal is to identify sectors, industries and companies that are part of the solution 

encouraging their growth. 

b. Divest capital from those companies that we feel they are at risk from structural changes 

or diverge from investor preferences. 

c. Invest in 3rd party managers that can exercise investor stewardship via proxy voting and 

engagement activity with companies, regulators and governments.  

d. Continued enhancement of our knowledge and perspectives on the key challenges that 

will allow us to optimize our ability to make well-informed decisions.      

 

 

 

Identify companies based on our 

Quantitative Criteria / ESG considered in 

assessing sustainability. 

Identify companies based on our 

Qualitative Criteria / ESG considered in 

corporate governance. 

Low Carbon 

Energy 

Transition 

Environmental 

Sustainability 

Equality & 

Diversity 
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PRINCIPAL ADVERSE IMPACTS OF INVESTMENT DECISIONS ON 

SUSTAINABILITY FACTORS 

 

At Argus, we do not employ the use of Principal Adverse Impacts (PAI) indicators as outlined in 

the Sustainable Finance Disclosure Regulation (SFDR) Regulatory Technical Standards (RTS). 

The decision not to incorporate PAI indicators is based on several considerations, which are 

outlined below for transparency purposes: 

a. Complexity and Data Challenges: The implementation of PAI indicators involves a 
comprehensive assessment of the adverse impacts of investment decisions on 
sustainability factors. This process requires extensive data collection and analysis, which 
can be complex, resource-intensive, and challenging, especially given the diverse 
holdings in our portfolios. 

b. Global Diversification: Our portfolios consist of diverse assets spanning various sectors, 
industries, and geographic regions. Assessing principal adverse impacts across this 
diversity presents intricacies, and the lack of standardized data across jurisdictions adds 
to the complexity. 

c. Materiality and Relevance: Adverse impacts may not always be material or relevant for 
all investments within our portfolio. Our approach prioritizes other well-established ESG 
metrics that align more closely with our investment strategy and our clients' sustainability 
objectives. 

d. Focus on Positive Impact Metrics: Our sustainability strategy occasionally places 
emphasis on positive impact metrics and sustainability-related opportunities. We believe 
that highlighting positive contributions aligns better with our overall approach to 
sustainable investing. 

 
 
Instead, we leverage ESG scores from reputable data providers. These scores are sourced from 
widely recognized and respected platforms within the industry, covering a wide spectrum of 
factors. This comprehensive approach ensures a thorough understanding of ESG considerations 
and provides a reliable and accessible means of evaluating the sustainability impact of our 
investments. 

 

1. Remuneration Policies in relation to the Integration of Sustainability Risks 
In strict accordance with Article 5(1) of the SFDR, we fulfill the crucial requirement of disclosing 
how our remuneration policies align with the integration of sustainability risks and make this 
information readily available on our website. Moreover, we demonstrate unwavering 
commitment to compliance with both Cyprus national and EU laws by establishing a 
comprehensive Remuneration Policy that governs our staff's compensation practices. This 
policy serves as a safeguard to ensure that our remuneration practices do not provide incentives 
for excessive risk-taking in relation to sustainability risks. 
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Our Remuneration Policy encompasses several fundamental practices that are in alignment with 
our sustainability risk policies: 

• We evaluate the suitability of personnel and job applicants solely based on their merits and 
qualifications, eliminating any form of bias related to gender, ethnicity, religion, or disability.  

• Our fee structure is intentionally designed to foster sound risk management, avoiding any 
encouragement of risk-taking that could be inconsistent with the objectives of the AIFs we 
manage.  

• The remuneration we can offer includes a well-balanced blend of fixed and variable 
performance components, with emphasis on the fixed component.  

• We maintain stringent controls to prevent excessive risk-taking, ensuring that variable 
remuneration is tied to individual performance and adjusted for risk. 

 

ESG RISKS AND OPPORTUNITIES 

Our research team is responsible to complete an ESG risks and opportunities checklist and 

highlight material ESG factors; a required part of their duties when presenting recommendations 

to our Investment Committee. A further input regarding global sectors complements this 

analysis. ARGUS Stockbrokers Ltd also subscribes to dedicated third-party ESG, proxy, and 

governance research to supplement our due diligence. 

 

ESG factors are different for each company, and the evaluation of these factors does not lend 

itself to explicit rules or metrics. Instead, we assess a company’s performance on ESG in the 

context of its respective industry, domicile, and history. For ARGUS own mutual funds, we do 

not apply exclusionary ESG screens in our investment process – there are “neither approved 

lists” nor list of prohibited investments. For separately managed accounts, however, we adhere 

to specific ESG-driven restrictions when directed to do so by a client.  

 

As long-term investors, we weigh valuation against risks and opportunities for each company 

and issuer separate, and we believe material ESG factors can have a meaningful impact on 

current and future valuations. Each of our portfolio reflects a series of individual investment 

decisions that take ESG and many other factors into consideration. In some cases, we may 

invest in a company that has an ESG issue if we believe the company is making progress or if 

the issue is overly discounting the company’s valuation.  
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IN CLOSING 

At ARGUS Stockbrokers Ltd., we believe that we have a responsibility to conduct thorough 

research on ESG variables, look for material factors that could impact our investment outcomes. 

As long-term investors, ESG considerations are an integral part of our investment 

process.   

. 

 

 


